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Focus

• How are your children assessed in reading?

• How is reading taught at Garlinge?

• What is expected at Key Stage 2

• How can you best support your child at home?
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High expectations
• Children are expected to have a far deeper 

understanding of the text (not just fact retrieval) 
using evidence from the text to justify their answers.

• Children are expected to have a far wider 
understanding of vocabulary.

• End of year assessments include 3 lengthy texts that 
the children need to read and answer questions 
about within a short time. 
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Possible reasons
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Poor phonics skills

Poor fluency

Poor phrasing

Poor
vocabulary

Hard for children to 
visualise.

Struggle to infer and 
Find deeper meaning.

Lack of 
motivation.



How do we tackle these problems?

• Poor phonics?
Children who do not pass the year 1 phonics screening receive focus 
support and intervention. Continue to practise sounds at home. 

• Poor phrasing and fluency?
More reading miles needed. Daily reading.

• Poor comprehension?
Modelling of comprehension strategies. Challenging questioning of 
what the children have read.
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Strategies we use to help us 
understand when reading.
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As adults we use a range of different reading comprehension strategies so quickly and 
without thinking that we don’t know they are taking place. Sometimes we are so unaware of 
that we are doing these strategies that we forget to teach and model them to our children. 
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Activity

Corandic is an emurient grof with many fribs; 
it granks from corite, an olg which cargs like 
lange.  Corite grinkles several other tarances, 
which garkers excarp by glarcking the corite
and starping it in tranker-clarped storbs. 

1.) What is a corandic?
2.) What does corandic grank with?
3.) How do garkers excarp the tarances from the corandic?
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Strategies to help us understand and enjoy reading.
As we read we ……..

Use our background 
knowledge and 
connect to text

I think I’ve 

broken 

down

I’ve broken 

down but I have 

a plan to fix it

Predict, ask questions,
I wonder…
and read on to find out...

Visualise

Notice 
breakdown…

and repair it
Watch out for 
VIP words/ 
phrases/ideas

…and put together 
to build GIST

Predict

How…
why…?

I
wonder

Text  to self

Text to  
world 
knowledge

Text to text
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A Long Sleep

I woke up alone, which is not how it is in the movies. Somehow, there 
should have been a sympathetic crowd anxiously hovering around the 
bedside, and a gasp as I finally opened my eyes.
But there was no-one around, just an empty room and a polished 
floor and monitors going bip …bip …bip, like Star Trek.

The bips are a good sign, I thought, as I remembered the cliff, the 
ground looming up and later the helicopter. Suddenly, a crowd of 
white coats ghosted in, biros in top pockets. “He won’t be playing for 
City for a while ,” one said.

So there it was. Two months without a leg to stand on, living life flat 
out.



Words they needed to know in 
previous KS2 tests.
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triumphant
stubborn

rival ancestor

impression

determined
milled around

appeal to

imageparched

rehabilitation



2018 Text 1 vocabulary

fascinating appearance mountainous

densely populated

prepared maturity hibernate

scientists digest

supplies are diminishing        

researching, protecting and monitoring
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extraordinary fascination
unknown ancestors

chamber pots and cracked basins
fashioned by hand

generosity of space
vast horse chestnut

poignant smells
elderly spinster
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Comprehension is vital 

• The main focus for the new tests are content domains 2b and 
2d:

• 2b: retrieve and record information / identify key details from 
fiction and non-fiction 

• 2d:Make inferences from the text/ explain and justify 
inferences.
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• 2c: Summarise main ideas from more 
than one paragraph

Oscar Plummer

• What is the main message / theme in this text? 

• Number these sentences from 1 to 6 to show the order in 
which they appear.

• Summarise the key events of this story.

• What motivated the character to …?
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• 2e: Predict what might happen from 
details stated and implied

Oscar Plummer

Explain and support your view using evidence 
from the text.
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What we do in school?

During an average day, your child will have taken part in a 
good number of the following reading activities:

• Shared reading
• Daily guided reading
• Independent reading
• Selecting books/visits to the school library
• Reading across the curriculum
• Home/school reading links
• Listening to good books read aloud
• Monitoring and assessment processes
• Reader awards/ Buster’s Book Club
• Weekly focused comprehension lessons.
• Targeted intervention groups
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• Read daily with your child. 

• Find a variety of text types, fiction and non-fiction that your child 
enjoys. 

• Raise the profile of reading. Share books with your child that you 
enjoyed at their age.

• Talk about the text. Use content domains to challenge them and test 
their understanding.

• Challenge children to work out words they don’t know.

19/11/2018 Oscar Plummer

How can you best support your child?

• What would make sense there?
• Have a look at this bit again.
• Can you guess what that word might be?



Different language and contexts

contemporary

Alfie Moore had a routine. To  
be honest, he had a lot of  
routines. He had a waking-up 
routine, a getting dressed 
routine …

Alfie was eleven and the 
routines had all been worked 
out by his dad, Stephen.

children’s classic literature

The house was three miles 
from the station, but before 
the dusty hired fly had rattled 
along for five minutes, the 
children began to put their 
heads out of the carriage 
window and to say, “Aren’t we 
nearly there yet?”



Unfamiliar experiences

folds of her velvet gown

sideboard   / candlewax piled in corners

fireplace / woodsmoke / up the chimney

smoke curled from his pipe

grandfather clock

father was away on business

playing on a farm for the summer



In your pack…
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Finally…
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Children should learn 
that reading is 
pleasure, not just 
something teachers 
make you do at 
school. 

Beverly Cleary – Children’s writer.
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